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The WCA Out & Affirmation Center has been made possible by generous grants from the Arcus Foundation of Kalamazoo 

and the ongoing financial and volunteer support of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Allied Communities of Berrien County 

 

7KH�<:&$�2XW�	�$IILUPDWLRQ�&HQWHU�
A program of the YWCA of Berrien County 

 508 Pleasant Street, St. Joseph, MI 49085 

269-985-9622 

wcaout@wmis.net 
 

    Serving the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 

 Transgender, and Allied Community in Berrien County 
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)RXQGDWLRQDO�3ULQFLSOHV�&RQFHUQLQJ��

/HVELDQ��*D\��%LVH[XDO��DQG�7UDQVJHQGHU�3HUVRQV�
�

�� %HLQJ�OHVELDQ��JD\��ELVH[XDO��RU�WUDQVJHQGHU�LV�SHUIHFWO\�QRUPDO��DQG�VXFK�LGHQWLWLHV�
DUH�VLPSO\�SDUW�RI�WKH�QDWXUDO�YDULDWLRQ�IRXQG�LQ�KXPDQ�VH[XDO�DQG�JHQGHU�
RULHQWDWLRQ��

�
�� 6H[XDO�DQG�JHQGHU�RULHQWDWLRQ�DUH�LQKHUHQW�DVSHFWV�RI�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO��LQVHSDUDEOH�IURP�

RQH¶V�VHQVH�RI�VHOI�DQG�HVVHQWLDO�EHLQJ��
�
�� /HVELDQ��JD\��ELVH[XDO��DQG�WUDQVJHQGHU�SHRSOH�DUH�IXOO\�FDSDEOH�KXPDQ�EHLQJV��$Q\�

VSHFLDO�FKDOOHQJHV�WKH\�IDFH�RULJLQDWH�ZLWK�D�VRFLHW\�WKDW�GRHV�QRW�DFFHSW�WKHP�IRU�
ZKR�WKH\�DUH��PDUJLQDOL]HV�DQG�SXQLVKHV�WKHP�ZKHQ�LW�GRHV�UHFRJQL]H�WKHLU�
H[LVWHQFH��DQG�UHVLVWV�DIILUPLQJ�WKHLU�OLYHV�LQ�WKH�VDPH�ZD\V�LW�GRHV�IRU�WKRVH�ZLWK�
WKH�RULHQWDWLRQV�RI�WKH�PDMRULW\��

�
�� :KLOH�VH[XDO�DQG�JHQGHU�RULHQWDWLRQ�DUH�EXW�VLQJOH�DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�OLIH�RI�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO��

WKH\�DUH�IXQGDPHQWDO�TXDOLWLHV�DQG�KDYH�SRZHUIXO�HIIHFWV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�HQWLUHW\�RI�D�
SHUVRQ¶V�H[SHULHQFH��7KHUHIRUH�WKH�VLJQLILFDQFH�RI�VH[XDO�DQG�JHQGHU�RULHQWDWLRQV�
PXVW�EH�UHVSHFWHG�HYHQ�DV�ZH�VWULYH�WR�NQRZ�DQG�XQGHUVWDQG�HDFK�LQGLYLGXDO�SHUVRQ�
DV�D�ZKROH��

�
�� 3HRSOH�ZKR�DUH�OHVELDQ��JD\��ELVH[XDO��DQG�WUDQVJHQGHU�UHSUHVHQW�WKH�VDPH�GLYHUVLW\�

DV�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�DW�ODUJH��WKH�FRPPRQ�HOHPHQW�WKH\�VKDUH�LV�D�VWUXJJOH�
DJDLQVW�SUHMXGLFH�DQG�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�EDVHG�XSRQ�WKHLU�RULHQWDWLRQ��

�
�� 6RPH�LQGLYLGXDOV�TXHVWLRQ�WKHLU�VH[XDO�DQG�JHQGHU�RULHQWDWLRQ��RWKHUV�QHHG�WR�

H[SORUH�GLIIHUHQW�SRVVLELOLWLHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKHPVHOYHV�IXOO\��$IILUPLQJ�VXFK�
SHUVRQV�PHDQV�VXSSRUWLQJ�WKHLU�VHDUFK�IRU�KRQHVW�DQG�WUXH�VHOI�NQRZOHGJH��

�
�� /HVELDQ��JD\��ELVH[XDO��DQG�WUDQVJHQGHU�LQGLYLGXDOV�DUH�WKH�EHVW�DXWKRULWLHV�RQ�WKH�

PHDQLQJ�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�OLYHV�DQG�RULHQWDWLRQV��$IILUPLQJ�WKHP�PHDQV�
DFFHSWLQJ�DQG�UHVSHFWLQJ�WKH�WUXWK�RI�ZKDW�WKH\�VD\��

�
�� .QRZOHGJH��HGXFDWLRQ��DQG�KRQHVW�GLDORJXH�DUH�DSSURSULDWH�DQG�HIIHFWLYH�UHVSRQVHV�

WR�LJQRUDQFH²HYHQ�PLOLWDQW�LJQRUDQFH²FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�OHVELDQ��JD\��ELVH[XDO��
DQG�WUDQVJHQGHU�SHUVRQV��


